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Oneof themost exciting of Newman Press’ recent Christmasrel easesrel ativeto practical and tasteful
holiday giftingisKay Toy Fenner’ slong-awaited American Catholic Etiquette.

Author Fenner approacheswith refreshing wisdomtheproprietiesof Catholiclife, temperingthecourte-
sieswith hearty common sense. Redlizing that thebasisof all courtesy ischarity andthat what issocially accept-
ableoften springsfromspiritual origins, her compilation of thisbook of etiquettefor sacramental occasions,
interfaith meetings, and child guidanceisbothwelcomeandtimely.

Thisistheonly book in print today which outlinesextensively theduties, privileges, suitabledress, and
socid behavior for alaymantaking partinany capacity inaCatholic baptism, First Communion, confirmation,
wedding, ordination, funeral, First Solemn Mass, or other social function accompanying thereception of the
sacraments. It describeswhat isproper ontheseoccasionsfor both Catholic and non-Catholic— not only what
isorisnot acceptable, but why itisso. Insevera chapterstheauthor paysparticular attentiontowhat iscorrect
for every typeof Catholicwedding, including themixed marriage.

If sheisanti-anything, Kay Fenner opposesselfish and pagan gaucherie. With an unemotiond rationale
sheforthrightly profferspositivereasons, both social and spiritual, for preserving— wechooseat random—
theobligation of thebereaved to receive condol ence call sand givesrebuttal sagai nst perpetrating such oddities
astheoutmoded wake.

Covering every possiblestuation with minuteexactness, though never descendingtotheridiculous, this
volumeisasuccessful gathering betweentwo coversof thecurrently acceptabl esocial practicesemployed by
Catholicsof tasteinthe United States.



Rarely cloying, never servile, writtenwith the calm balance of theesthetician, thedecorousstyleand
genuinecontent provideinteresting reading for thethumbing browser aswel | asfacesavinginformationfor
anyonelivinginaworldwhere peoplegather incommon courtesy and socia propriety.

What entertainment isproper following aFirst Communion?Anordination?
What arethesocia and spiritua obligationsof aconfirmation sponsor?
How long should aCatholicwidow wear mourning?

What istheproper formfor aCatholicwedding invitation?

What would beasuitablegift for someoneentering areligiousorder?
Whomust beinvitedtoaFirst SolemnMass?

Parents, guidance counsel ors, and all who are concerned with hel ping young peopleto attain spiritual
and socia maturity will findinval uablethe chapterswhichtreat of thehomelifeof Catholics, mannersand
guidancefor small children, sub-teens, and teenagers.

Sincethe Churchisoftenjudged, not by her precepts, but by theway her adherentsliveuptoorignore
them, American Catholic Etiquette bidsfair to enable Catholicsto behaveinamanner that iswholly Christian
and socially acceptableinall aspectsof ordinary life.

Asatasteful holiday gift for yourself, for that young family downtheblock, for theproverbia friendwho
haseverything, thislatest selection of the ThomasMoreBook Clubwill lend handy referenceand handsome
finessetoevery family’ sbookshelf.

Editor’ sNote: Mr. John J. Fritscher (Jack Fritscher), who reviews American Catholic Etiquette, isa
Josephinum theol ogy student assignedtothedioceseof Honolulu, Hawaii.
Thepresent review isthethirdinaseriesof reviewstailored for the American Catholicfamily.
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